MUTUAL COVENANT AND APPLICATION FOR

THE MISSIONAL CHURCH LEARNING EXPERIENCE
Your church is invited to participate in an experience designed to help churches become more involved with their communities in ways that demonstrate Christ’s love.  Your church will receive 4 training sessions with a group of churches from ABCGI, and design and put into practice a community project that will serve as your learning tool. This covenant represents mutual commitments of your local church and the American Baptist Churches of Greater Indianapolis and National Ministries, ABCUSA toward the pursuit of a Missional Church ministry emphasis.  Together with God’s leading we can attain the goal. 
The ABCGI Staff agrees to: 
1.
Facilitate The Missional Church Learning Experience over a 12 to 18-month period of time with covenanting congregations.  
2.
Arrange for your church’s ongoing participation in The Missional Church Learning Experience with reminder notices and helpful resources where appropriate.

3.
Organize and provide leadership for four (4) sessions with time for fellowship, worship, and learning about being a Missional Church.
4.
Provide resources to congregations during and beyond the 18-month commitment time in the area of church vitality. 
5.
Provide individual coaching and support to your team through this 18-month period and work intentionally with your congregation as the need arises.
National Ministries of ABCUSA agrees to:

1.
Provide leadership for the four Missional Church training sessions.
2.
Work with ABCGI to support participating churches between the training events.

3.  
Share your church’s learning experience with others in the ABC family.
Covenanting Congregations agree to:
1.
Complete the attached application. 

2.
Commit to a level of financial participation that demonstrates a willingness to invest in the program.  A registration fee of $100.00 will be required of all participating congregations.  In addition, if your church is not supporting the wider ABC mission through United Mission, you will need to include that in your budget or through special offerings.
3.
Name a leadership team consisting of the pastor and four lay leaders, one of which is 15-25 years of age, to represent the congregation in The Missional Church Learning Experience.. 

4.
Provide a signed commitment by the pastor and MCLE team members, of their willingness to commit to The Missional Church Learning Experience.  (This includes full participation in each of the four training sessions and completion of the 3 step process to help design a community project.)
5.
Based on your learning experience and your ministry context, design a plan for community outreach using church resources and grants when applicable.
6.
Share what your church learns from this project with the wider ABCGI family and with National Ministries, ABCUSA.
Signed:________________________________________________________________, Pastor

Team Member Name (please print): __________________________________________________

Signed: ________________________________________________________ Date: __________
Team Member Name (please print): __________________________________________________

Signed: ________________________________________________________ Date: __________
Team Member Name (please print): __________________________________________

Signed: ________________________________________________________ Date: __________
Youth Team Member Name (please print):  ____________________________________________
Signed: ________________________________________________________ Date: __________
On behalf of the American Baptist Churches of Greater Indianapolis
______________________________________________________________________________

Executive Minister 

Date: ________________
THE MISSIONAL CHURCH LEARNING EXPERIENCE
APPLICATION

Please complete the following information and return with the $100 registration fee.
Church Name__________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________; Fax: ________________; Email: ___________________________

Web page: ____________________________________________________________________

Team Members

Pastor: _______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________; Email:__________________________________________________

Team Member Name: ___________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________; Email:__________________________________________________

Team Member Name: ___________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________; Email:__________________________________________________

Team Member Name: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________; Email:__________________________________________________

Youth Team Member Name: ______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________; Email:__________________________________________________

Return covenant, registration fee and application to:  The Rev. Joan Friesen, ABCGI, 
P.O. Box 421487, Indianapolis IN 46242-1487, by February 28, 2011.  
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